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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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‘Come, now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: 

Though your sias be as scariet, they shall be as white as 

mow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 

wool.” Isaiah i. 18. 

Reason has the same relation in Ethics, that a 
ypiversal menstruum would have in Chemistry. It 
will produce a solution of questions which ages of 
ignorance and error have regarded as incomprehen- 
sibie—it will renew the mind in wisdom, raise the 
recipient from the abyss of mental degradation 
and wietchedness, place him upon the elevated 
pedestal of knowledge, surrounded with all the in- 
tellectual glories of an unencumbered and trans- 
ported mind. Reason and error, are the mental 
antipodes. The first, like Sol in meridian splen- 
dour, shines, with transcendent refulgence, unob- 
scured by a single cloud. The last, can be repre- 
sented only by deepening shades, and the profound 
gloom of night, whose impenetrable darkness may 
be felt. 

Reason is the parent of confidence. Hope springs 
in luxuriance, buds and blossoms into certainty, and 
certainty ripens into full fruition. Error—what is it 
prolific in? How shall we mark its baleful progress, 
from the first mist of superstition to the portentous 
cloud, threatening, in its impetuous course, the pros- 
tation of human intellect, the destruction of happi- 
ness and life? Like the morning which lowers, 
whose noon is terrific with the blackening clouds, 
which, ere the trembling observer can find home 
and shelter, bursts with tremendous explosions of 
thunder, descending in cataracts of fire, sweeping 
with ruin the surface of the habitable globe. Faint, 
indeed, is the simile which inanimate nature affords, 
ofthe Godlike mind. The destruction of matter 
is but a dissolution of parts, a change of configura- 
tion or appearances. But error severs the tie which 
binds man to his God, and mars the Divine image 
of the beneficent Father, Friend, and Benefactor of 
mankind. Error, black as it is with congregated 
horrors, is the only light which gleams, with sickly 
ray, upon the altar where kneels with terror and 
affright, the victim to superstition’s fears. Its inspi- 
rations fire the mind with lunatic madness—nerves 
the murderer’s arm, and, we fear, oft presides where 
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SELENE SED ADT LIS Bt 
laurels deck the brow, and heroes “ sink the man.” 
The ensanguined field, where the work of destruc- 
tion has crimsoned the ground with the blood of 
thousands, is the scene of error’s richest repast. "Tis 
here she revels; till glutted with wretchedness, or 
diverted by cther victims, the fiend is found prey- 
ing upon the vitals of nations, or poisoning, with un- 
hallowed influence, the sanctuaries dedicated to the 
living God! 

Men and Brethren, the “ bane and antidote” are 
now before you. Reason, or Truth, is the hand- 
maid of Heaven. Error, or falsehood, the fiend of 
Hell. Whom will you choose, to guide your wan- 
dering feet, to pioneer your way, and cheer the rem- 
nant of your days, in your pilgrimage to another 
and a better world? However diversified the nume- 
rous_ ways and by-baths which Error points to 
the unhappy traveller, their course is perverse and 
difficult, and invariably ushers the deluded victim 
into the “broad way which leadeth to destruction.” 
There is no balm, nor physician here! No “still 
small voice” of Reason can be heard. Your sins, if 
of scarlet die, are here crimsoned with uncertainty. 
If of crimson hue, they are reflected black as Hell! 

Reason, points to the “anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, and which entereth iato that with- 
in the veil. “Her course is straight forward. Her 
march is steady as time: undeviating in her pro- 
gress, she halteth not, for her home is eternity! 
The mists of morning disappear at her coming, her 
presence dispels the clouds of noon, and brightens, 
with the sun of a never-ending day, the shades of 
night. There is a balm, my brethren, in this Gilead, 
there is a physician here! A remedy for the dis- 
eased mind. A physician, whose touch can heal the 
sick—whose powerful voice can raise the dead. 

Men and brethren, have you been healed of the 
moral maladies consequent upon the influence of 
error, and reinstated in mental health, and intellec- 
tual vigour ? Or are you now wandering in uncer- 
tainty, and gropeing, as it were at noon-day, in the 
shades of error’s night? Have you counselled your- 
selves at reason’s shrine, until scarlet has appeared 
white as snow, and crimson faded in your bright- 
ened vision, to the emblem of innocence, the fleecy 
wool? Are you still beguiled with error, deceived 
by the fiend of night, and cheated of your good ? 
To you, then, is the voice directed—* Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord: Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 


wool.” 
Man may neglect, without incurring certain suf- 


fering, the admonition ef man; but, when Ged 
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speaks, man should hear. When God invites, man 
should come. When God commands, man should 
obey. Lexicographers inform us, that “reason is 
the power by which man deduces one proposition 
from another, or proceeds from premises to conse- 
quences.” This definition, we presume, will stand 
the test. Reason, or this power, must be the gift of 
God, if a perfect gift, for “every good, and every 
perfect gift, cometh down from the Father of lights.” 
If it is imperfect, it is not reason, for reason is perfect. 
Reason, then, is but another name for wisdom. A 
man is wise or ignorant, in proportion as he sees 
things as they are, or is unacquainted with the true 
state and condition of the person, thing, or princi- 
ple, which is the subject for consideration. Breth- 
ten, you are too far interested in this inquiry te be 
idle spectators. The destiny of vour souls, not you: 
purses, is the important concern; to them, there- 
fore, let your undivided attention be directed. Re- 
member, “ The mind is the man!” His body is but 
acase which encloses him; and his clothes, how, 
ever fine and costly, are a cover to protect the body. 
A remedy for the diseases of the body, or the mind’s 
case, is not the present concern. Neither shall we 
inquire relative to the outward case of all, the 
clothes, but the mind, the man, is diseased, Where 
is the remedy; and how shall it be applied ? 

Is this the inquiry? What isthe disease? dns. 
Sin. A voice from Heaven replies—* Come, now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord: Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shail be as 
wool.” 

Is reason the remedy? What is reason? ns. 
It is “the power by which man deduces one propo- 
sition from another, or proceeds fiom premises to 
conclusions.” 

What is the proposition before us? ns. It is to 
“ come, now,” not to-morrow, and reason with God. 

To what shall we trace this proposition ? 
what shall we conceive it to be deduced? Shall we 
trace it to God? Does it proceed from his wisdom, 
love, and power? What is a proposition? Ans. “A 
sentence, in which any thing is affirmed, or decreed ; 


From 


a proposal, offer of terms.” 

What is affirmed, or decreed in this case? 
If you will reason with God, it is affirmed, or decreed, 
that your sins, although in moral turpitude of the 
colour of scarlet and crimson, they shall be as white 
as snow or wool! This is the proposal. 

Are there terms, or, more properly means, by 


Ans. 


which this shall be effected? dns. Yes, 

What? .dns. Reason. Reason is “ the power by 
which man deduces one proposition from another, 
or proceeds from premises to conclusions.” 

Is it reasonable to suppose, that God views us as 
white as wool or snow? From what, we ask, shall 
we deduce this propesition? From the power of 
God? Ans. Yes. For God is able to cleanse us. 

From the wisdom of God? Yes. For his wisdom 
is competent to devise the means to accomplish the 
end propesed. 

From his love? Yes, For his love is sufficient to 
prompt him to effect this glorious end. 





Se 
What are the premises? .4ns. Reason teach, 
that our sins ‘are white as wool or snow, 
How do we know this? Ans. This is God's pro. 
position. 
What is a proposition? .4ns. “A sentence 
which any thing is affirmed, or decreed; a pro 
offer of terms.” 


> 
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What is affirmed, decreed, or proposed? .4ns l 
vou will reason with God, vour sins, though req like 
scarlet or crimson, shall become as white 


&$ Woo] oy 
snow. 

What are the terms or means? Ans. Reason 
Reason is the great, the grand desideratum, which, 
like a universal menstruum in Chemistry, wil! pro, 
duce a solution of every difficulty, and transform Us, 
from being sinners, red with crime, and crimson 
with transgression, to innocence, white as woo] o 
snow ! 

Men and Brethren—If this is reason, wha « 
error? We appeal to you, as passengers throus) 
life, interested beyond the power of language to 
describe, in this momentous subject before us. Ay 
you sinners? Have you violated the laws of God: 
Do you conceive yourselves amenable to him? Ar 
you aware of the uncertainty of human life? Thy 
now, while health mantles on your cheek, apé 
strength nerves your arm—while the swift coursin: 
blood buoys your spirits up, and hope dilates you 
heart—while expectation is busy in_ planning 
schemes of future worldly jovs—your all predicated 
on the appearances and possessions of the presey 
fleeting show; even now, death may be speeding 
like the vulture to his prey, and another day land 
you in that country 

* From whose bourne no traveller returns.” 

What is the complexion of your soul ? Is it red 
with crime, and crimsoned with transgression? O; 
have you reasoned with that God, who will trans 
form you into the likeness of his Son, white in 
innocence as wool or snow? The word has gou 
forth—* Ho! every one that thirsteth, come yet 
the waters, and he that hath no money, come re, 
buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money, aud without price. And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that is athirst come, 
and whosoever will let him come, and take of th 
water of life freely.” God is no respecter of persons, 
and no conditions are required, but reason is the 
means, by which we take the water of life, and driv, 
that we may never thirst again, at the wells of his 
salvation. Is not this a triumphant conclusion! 
The proposition is from that God who “ makes ix 
clouds his chariot, and rides upon the wings of the 
wind.” Of that God whose wisdom, power and love, 
are infinite; who “is good to all, and whose fender 
mercies are over all his works.” Of that God, whose 
beneficence is written in the heavens above ; whose 
power is graven on every leaf, and whose love 
watches with solicitude over all the creatures that he 
hath made, so that not a sparrow falls without his 
knowledge. 

Brethren, when God speaks, let men hear! Le: 
us not presumptuously dictate terms to Him, before 
whom the inkabitants of the earth are as grasshor 
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oers—before whom the nations are as a drop in the 
bucket. Let us, men and brethren, receive His tes- 
qmony. 

What is it? dns. “ Let us reason together, 
aith the Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow, though they be red like crim- 
won, they shall be as wool.” 

When shall this take place’? dns. Now. “Come 
now £’ No penance is necessary. God is ready. 
[f your sins are not “red like scarlet and crimson,” 
vou have no part nor lot in the matter.* ‘The invi- 
tation isto sinners. To sinners red with crime, and 
crimsoned with transgression. You have nothing 
todo, to purge yourselves, or wash away the stain. 
‘Tis done! Wisdom cries aloud, let her voice be 
beard. ‘The peace is made. 

How? Ans. “ Through the blood of His cross,” 
ot ours—“ by Him,” not us, “to reconcile all 
things unto himself, by him, I say, whether they be 
things on earth, or things in heaven.” This is the 
voice of Inspiration, of reason, of truth. Is the 
peace made? Then we cannot make it. “ ’Tis 
Jone! the battle’s fought, the victory won.” 

By whom ? 

ing. “ His own arm brought salvation, his right- 
eousness it sustained Him. Behold, now is the ac- 
epted time. Behold, now is the day of salvation. 
To-day, therefore, hear his voice ; harden not your 
hearts.” “Tis the voice of reason, that pronounces 
all your sins forgiven. Tis the trumpet of the 
Gospel, which sounds a Jubilee, therefore, come, ye 
ransomed sinners come. Can you refuse the invi- 
tation? Can you question the sincerity of Him, 
vho has sworn by himself, that “ unto Him every 
knee shall bow, every tongue’ shall swear, surely 
shall say, In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength 7” Is it not reasonable to suppose, yea, to 
velieve, that in the Son of his love, raised triumph- 
ant over sin, death, and the grave, we are clean? 
That “in his blood we have redemption, the for- 
giveness of sins.” That he has “ blotted out, as a 
thick cloud, our transgressions, and as a cloud our 
suis,” and that we should return, when he has re- 
leemedus! Is not this suffieient? Or do yqu pre- 
fer your own righteousness and strength, and will 
yourarm bring you a better salvation? Can you 
reason with yourselves, and not with God, and pro- 
duce a result, which shall transform you from being 
crimsoned with iniquity, to the purity of the snow 
ofheaven? From what, if you would call this rea- 
son, would you deduce your proposition? Have 
you power to wash away.sin? Can you redeem the 
soul from the crimson of iniquity? Powerful, as 
you are, you may be destroyed by the moth. The 
worm you tread on may nip your bud, and sink your 
honours in the dust. Have you wisdom? Tell, I 
beseech you, what to-morrow will bring forth ? 
Boast you of experience ? You are the creatures of 
yesterday, and your fathers’ ashes are a monument, 
till they are scattered to the four winds of heaven, 
of the vanity of their children. Is your goodness 
named ? Your very righteousnesses are but filthy 





a whole need net a physician, bat them that are 


rags. Hear, therefore, the voice of wisdom, for it 
is the voice of God. Come, and reason with God, 
that your sins, though they be as scarlet or as crim- 
son, may be as wool or as snow, Come, now, “ lest 
that come upon you which is spoken of in the pro- 
phets; Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and per- 
ish: for 1 work a work in your days, a work which 
ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it 
unto you.” 

Brethren, your speaker would address himself in 
an especial manne: to you, who professedly appear 
as the servants of him who is the “ Saviour of all 
men.” As the advocates of that doctrine, which 
breathes “ peace and good will anto men.” The 
elements of your faith, cannot be illustrated nor de- 
fended by sectional creeds and party interests. 
Wide as creation is your view. Vast as eternity the 
love, which is the foundation of your system of 
Euhcs. Its extension is unlimited as space. Its 
influence coeval with its Author, and associated 
with all the perfecuions of an omyiscient God, 
Charity, or Love, is the First and the Last, the Al- 
pha and the Omega, of all that is good in purpose, 
divine m contemplation, and great in execution. 
From that tiumphant morn, when the “ stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy,” 
to the blissful consummation of unnumbered years, 
when “ the restitution of all things” shall be suc- 
ceeded by a fruition of countless ages, Charity will 
fail not. It is the unexplored and undefinable hy- 
postasis of Him, who changeth not. For, “Gop 
1s Love.” 

To you, with peculiar emphasis, is addressed the 
words of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world.— 
“ Remember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” How 
great was Him, whom you profess to regard as your 
Lord? How was he persecuted? Was he ambi- 
tious of worldly honours? Did he ever compro- 
mise his duty with the opinions of ignorant and ma- 
levolent men ; and sacrifice his better judgment on 
the altar of human pride, or seek a refuge behind 
the ramparts of human prudence? Did he love 
greetings in the markets, and elbow his way, at the 
expense of principle, to the temple of popular ag- 
grandizement ? hen did he bow, with servile 
adulation, at Plutus’ shrine ?* Or withhold his hand, 
from succouring the poor and needy? When was 
his ruling passion, his treasure where his heart 
was, a love or desire of mammon, to the exclusion, 
for a moment, of the will of his Father who sent 
him ? Who wept, and he did not sympathize ? Who 
was afflicted, and he did not sorrow ? Who was joy- 
ful, and he rejoiced not? Whom did he regard as 
sinners and outcasts, beneath his kindly notice ? 
Wien did he refuse to eat with publicans and sin- 
ners? Or with pharisaic pride, say to any of the 
creatures whom God hath made, “ Stand by, come 
not near unto me, for I am holier than thou ?” The 
perfection of his character would have been sullied 
by an alltance with the honours and distinctions of 
this transitory world. Human prudence and pride 
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tue, which preferred goodness and its consequen- 
ces, to all the gauze and tinsel of man’s preroga- 
tive. He viewed the kingdoms of this world, with 
an eye fixed on heaven and happiness, and despised 
the allurements which would cheat him of his glo- 
ries, and mar the image of the Father which en- 
circled and supported him. The riches which he 
prized, were the gold of heaven, the treasures of 
eternity. The purchased possession, the members 
of his body, the race and children of Adam, the oif- 
spring of the living God. He fed the poor with the 
bread of heaven. He clothed the naked with right- 
eousness ;—a garment, which will endrre when the 
follies of human pride shall be buried in oblivion 
with time, and forgotten in the splendours of eter- 
nity. When rejected by all, he rejected none. 
When so poor that he had not where to lay his 
head, he gave to misery all he had, a éear—and 
wept to the sorrows of the children of men. Eleva- 
ted upon a pedestal of virtue, beyond what man in 
his brightest visions ever aspired, he condescended 
to eat with sinners, and prove, by his example, that 
charity is the accompanyment of wisdom and good- 
ness. His divine example elicited the triumphant 
truth, that sincerity and worth will never resort to 
the wretched expedient of procuring reputation and 
honour by reproaches, which sacrifice every noble 
and god-like principle upon the altar of invidious 


comparison! The voice which could calm the 


ocean’s rage, still the fury of the tempest, and wake 
the sleeping dead, was silent to the revilings of his 


foes. The arm which could direct the thunder, and 
point the lightning’s glowing bolt, was nerveless 
when his enemies, with unhallowed rage, sought his 
life. And the tongue which could command the 
fire of heaven to avenge his foes, spoke not, but to 
~invoke the blessing of a pardoning God upon his 
murderers. What astonishing forbearance! What 
love and mercy is here! And yet, strange to add, 
the half has not been told. 
no reputation, anc took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant!” This is the example, the copy for your im- 
itation. To you, and all men, is the word address- 
ed—* Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” 

Are you professedly the followers of this Jesus ? 
Have you counted the cost? Will you, like him, 
prize the exaltation of God, above the exaltation of 
man ? Or do you love the praise of men, more than 


the praise of God? Are you willing to be made of 


no reputation? To take upon you the form of'a 
servant? To become obedient to the Divine com- 
mand, even tothe hazard of the death, the igno- 
minious death of the cross? If so, you are indeed 
the disciples of Jesus Christ! But, if not, if you 
put your hand to this plough and look back, you 
are not worthy to become his disciples! What was 
the object and mission of Christ ? It was to enlight- 


* He made himself of 
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en, to save a guilty world. The will of God vy. 
the only law of his life. Todo good his only bus. 
ness. The reproaches of men could not stay his 
benevolent hand. He was willing to be made of np 
reputation. To be assailed by the tongue of slanrjey 
at every step. To be a servant,—not a modern 
gentleman ! To pour out his life on the cross, 

Heaven and hell are not more opposed, than the 
honours and distinctions among men, are Opposite to 
the example of Jesus Christ. Reason or truth, ang 
error, are now before you. Take your choice, li 
you prefer the kingdoms of this world to the King. 
dom of our God and of his Christ, if you love th» 
praise of men rather than the praise of God, anj 
despise the example of the Lord from heaven, 
if you would bea flutterer, for a few moments, 
in the miserable guise of a would-be commande; 
and gentleman, rather than be made of no reputa. 
tion, and take the form of a servant, you will jave 
your reward. The praise of men, more fluctuating 
than the wind, shall cheat you with unreal good, 
and pierce you with bitter sorrows. Time-serving 
parasites shall guarantee your honours, a dread{y| 
prelude to the fall of disappointed hopes, and the 
grave of unhallowed expectations. 

But, my brethren, we are persuaded better thinzs 
of you. Counselled by that wisdom which is from 
above, which is “ first pure, gentle, easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality, and without hypocrisy,” that you will jun 
with cheerfulness the race that is set before you, 
and, like your great Prototype, “ despise the shame, 
and endure the cross!” 

Men and brethren, the exhortation to work while 
the day lasteth, must plead powerfully with those 
who consider the shortness and uncertainty of hu- 
man life. The past can never be recalled. The 
future, to you, may never come. Let every one, 
therefore, ask himself, What have I done, in the 
warfare, and how have I run, in the race that was 
before me? Food, clothing, and shelter, are all this 
world can afford, and to them must all be confined, 
who do not reason with God, and give heed to the 
heavenly messenger. The triumphant joys of God’: 
salvation are unknown to him, who is blinded by the 
god of this world, and cheated of his anticipatious 
of future good, treasured up in Christ for a fallen 
world, The present is our own; the future may 
be another’s ; and neglect of our means to spread 
the glad tidings of God’s salvation, may embittet 
the close of life, while the reflection that we have 
lived to little purpose, save the acquisition of the 
applause of men, and the wretched satisfaction of 
proving faithful to mammon, shall compose out 
epitaph. Let the still small voice of wisdom be 
heard. Contrast the requisitions of wisdom with 
the demands of a foolish world, and view the mighty 
superiority. The example of Christ is the standard 
by which to form a correct estimate. Let the mis- 
guided fool, who swells with indignation when his 
pretended honour is defamed, and burns with re- 
venge to retrieve a charactor he never possessed, 
learn that humility which will extricate him from 
his puerile consequence, and elevate him to a rank 
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~ ith contented men. When did revenge, glutted 
bus). to satiety, ever produce the joys which thrill the 
¥ his posom of him, whose heart burns with love for all 
of no nis brethren, and, in imitation of the glorious Sa- 
der yiour, pardons where he cannot commend. Esti- 
“ern mate the self-denial, the hardships, the anxiety and 

miseries which are inseparable from suspense and 
) the fears of disappointinent, which continually harass 
ite to the man “ clothed with a little brief authority,” and 


elevated by circumstances, by crime, or by contin- 
lf yal exertion, above the heads of his fellows, and 
what servant can be found of equal wretehedness ? 

Can external and uncertain acquisitions, fortui- 


the 
ang tous in their nature, satisfy the mind? Who more 
r— miserable than him, who multiplies his chances for 
nits, disappointment with the addition of every desire, 
der and who lessens his stock of patience and increases 
uta- his wants, with every real or imagined calamity ? 
rave Where is the man living, who ever suffered greater 
ting evils from poverty, than have been voluntarily en- 
00d, dured by the rich, to secure on increase their posses- 
ng sions? And who, let me ask, ever gained by fraud 
iful and oppression, a more enviable condition, than the 
the expiring beggar upon the dunghill? Is the mind at 
rest ? All the gold of Ophir cannot produce a great- 
nge erhappiness. When did revenge, full ,lutted, give 
om peace to the tortured soul? Or oppression and fraud, 
ell. till the raging passions, and content the heart ? 
are Never! "Tis the religion of Jesus alone, which 
un can calm the tempest of the soul. "Tis the mind 
DN, that dwelt in him, which can support and elevate 
le, the man, and bear him triumphant over the thou- 
sand ills that flesh is heir to. Christ alone is the 
ile Universal Physician, whose prescription will prove 
se a panacea for every wound, a recipe for every ill. 
There is no calamity which cannot be alleviated. 
le No disease beyond his healing power. It is reason, 
I, the voice of Heaven, the wisdom from on high, 
he which is possessed of this divine influence. 


Men and brethren, let this voice be heard. Give 
ear to the friendly admonition, and treasure it in 
hearts devoted to the cause of God and humanity. 
ie “ Now, therefore, hearken unto me, O ye children : 
for blessed are they that keep my way. Hear in- 
struction, and be wise, and refuse it not, Blessed 
Is isthe man that heareth me, watching daily at my 
n gates, waiting at the posts of my doors, For whoso 
y findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of 
d the Lord, But he that sinneth against me wrongeth 
t his own soul: all they that hate me Jove death.” 


e These are the doctrines and sentiments which 
: ~ ‘shine “like apples of gold in pictures of silver,” 
f and constitute the faith of those, whom an unbe- 


r lieving world despise as Universalists. We rejoice 
, in this faith, For it is the faith of him, who “ was 
; delivered for our offences, and raised again for our 
j justification.” To all men, we say, First, learn our 
1 sentiments, before you censure them as heretical. 


2 


these principles to the test, Square your conduct 
agreeably to their dictates, and we pledge ourselves 
to bear all the odium which a failure of their effiea- 
cy can heap upon us. Are you offended ? let the 
same mind be in you which was in Jesus. When 
he was reviled, he reviled not again. When you are 
tempted to evil, remember, Jesus, your example 
whom you are to follow, rejected the kingdoms of 
this world, and despised the honours and distinc- 
tions of men, when put in competition with the glo- 
nes of his Kingdom, which is an everlasting King- 
dom, and his dominion, which shall extend from 
sea to sea, and from the rivers to the ends of the 
earth. Are you persecuted ? “ Pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you.” Have vou 
enemies? Love them! “Bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you. Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, anda 
tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, That ye re- 
sist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 





right cheek, turn to him the other also. That ye ' 
may be the children of your Father which is in i & 
heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 

and on #1e good, and sendeth rain on the just and } 


on the unjust. For if ve love them which love you, i 
what reward have ye ? Do not even the publicans 
the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, 


what do ye more? Do not even the pubiicans the } 
same? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 4; 
which is in heaven is perfect.” f f 
—>—- My i 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. Ag i 
“VENERATE THE PRIEST,” af 
Is alike the doctrine of the Hindoo, Roman Ca- ety 
tholic, and the American “ Orthodox” worshipper. yreoue 
This appears from various documents extant, and is A 4 
urged asa virtue by authors and preachers. A late 7 5 


writer, in the “Christian Repository,” published at ‘4 
Wilmington, seems nota little anxious upon the 
He signs his piece “ Philo,” and stoutly 
contends that we are bound, not only highly to 
“venerate the clergy,” but that GOD requires of us 
one tenth of all we possess, to be given to these 
“clergy.” We like to see this bold stand assumed, 
as it willdo much for the cause of reason and truth, 


subject. 
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by opening the eyes of the people. The sameness 4 
of some of this writer’s views, and those of people : 4 
called “heathen,” is worthy of notice. Philo, in ; i. 
answer to his own question, “ why ought we to pro- r 
vide a maintenance for the clergy?” says: “It is : 
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necessary that their maintenance should bear some 
proportion to the dignity of their character, who 
are Ambassadors for Christ ; and should raise them 
above the conTEMPT Of those who are too apt to be 
influenced by outward appearances!” A word upon 
this, before we contrast it with East-India worship. 
This “ Philo” does not prove the swarm of preach- 
ers who are running fiom one end of the United 
States to the other, begging, are “ Ambassadors for 
Christ,” but only asserts it, and pushes rapidiy on 
to his conclusion—we must give them our money to 
prevent their being looked upon with contempt, by « 
those who chance to see through their tricks! There 
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. First, prove them, before you reject them as licen- 
, tious, and pronounce their tendency demoralizing 

and damnable! We entreat you to examine before 
: you condemn. To analyze before you judge, lest 
Jour judgment be unjust, and you be found false 
witpesses, not of God, but of your prejudices, Put 


is just as much rhyme as reason in this—which is its 
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only merit—common sense is out of the question. 
Our readers, by turning to the “ Religious Intelli- 
gencer,” vol. 1, page 409, will find the following, 
which is the language of Mrs. Judson, a mission- 
ary’s wife: “The Burmans have a very great regard 
for their priests. ‘They consider them a higher or- 
der of beings than other men; this was the cause 
of the marked attention we received from her lady- 
ship.” Quere—Why do the “ orthodox” call these 
people “heathen?” They are certainly “ortho- 
dox” in this one matter, if no more. “ Philo” 
proceeds thus: “And in fine, their [the priests’] 
maintenance should be honourable and plentiful, 
that by this means they may be better enabled, not 
only to provide for their own families, WHICH IS A 
DUTY AS INCUMBENT UPON THEM, AS THE REST OF 
MANKIND, but to be examples to their flock, in hos- 
pitality, beneficence, and good works!” We never 
saw one short period so overflowing with “ ortho- 
doxy” as this one. A priest must have much money 
given him in order that he may provide for his 
family, which is his duty. What providing is there 
in sitting idle, or, what is still worse, running 
through a neighbourhood, promoting envy, malice, 
and sutcide, under the name of “revival,” while the 
neighbours pay all the cost of food and clothes for 
him and his family? Is this what is meant in the 
Scriptures, where we read, “he that provideth not 
for his own household is worse than an infidel ?” 
Mr. “ Philo” consequently says: “ All nations, whe- 
ther learned or ignorant, whether civil or barbarous, 
have agreed in this,” &c. Again: “In all countries 
the priests enjoyed great marks of preeminence 
and power,” &c. Once more: “The Brachmans, 
in India, were exempted from legal penalties and 
common tribute—and in all difficulties were applied 
to by prince and people, for their advice and pray- 
ers!” All this, in India, is called serving the devil; 
in Amerca it is proclaimed as the work of the Lord. 
Will some one of the “orthodox” show us what 
makes the difference? Is it the climate that thus 
varies the nature of the same transaction? What a 
pretty state of society we should have in America 
if priests were exempt from legal penalties, and 
were called on as confidential advisers in all private 
transactions! They boldly tell us now that it is our 
duty to give them one tenth of all we have: what 
would they not claim, if they were asked how much 
we had better give them? Such a parade too as 
“ Philo” makes about “ good works!” What are we 
to understand by “ good works,” Philo? Is the man 
who is called “ The Rev. Doctor Spring,” now en- 
gaged in “good works,” while he is wandering 
about Europe, drinking his wine at the expense of 
labouring citizens of the city of New-York? You 
say, preaching is necessary to the salvation of souls. 
Is not this “Dr.” Spring neglecting his “flock” as 
vou call those who hear him when he is at home ? 
But, you will say, his health required a change of 
climate. This is his word for it. What disease 
affects him? Can any one tell? No one has yet 
been able, we believe, to learn the nature of his 
complaint, which rendered this voyage necessary. 
If he is sick, what is his disease, and what produced 


it? Isit the result ivation Beate 
was it brought on by = _ se bael tee o 

: ‘ 1S 18 but 
one case—hundreds might be produeed equal to it 
in inconsistency. No wonder that priestcraft com- 
plains of a want of converts when such doctrines as 
those of “ Philo’s” are urged upon us as infallible. 

One of the principal charges ever brought against 
"ts is, We encourage the idea that priests and mission- 
aries are no way different beimgs, by nature, from 
other people, and that their station in life does not 
necessarily make them more virtuous or praisewor- 
thy. This, we are told, is levelling all distinction, 
making “ministers” no more than their hearers 
and, by depriving them of their authority, subvert. 
ing christianity, and depriving those who are labour. 
ing to save our souls of their living. Let the abet. 
tors of priestcraft show us if they can, what evi! wil) 
result from our course. It is their duty to do so, 
according to their own creeds, and we assure them 
they may sop this publication in that way—and 
that only. Do not, ye to whom this appeal is made, 
shrink from the task, nor, like the editors of the 
“Columbian Star,” who declare we cannot learn 
our duty by consulting the Bible, excuse yourselves 
by saying, “we cannot consent to enter into an 
argument with the editors of Plain Truth ” 

—_ « 
A STRANGE BOOK. 
(Continued from page 231.) 

It is time to inquire after the limits of that admi- 
rable and divine passion of Jove, in the present 
scene. And it is limited by impotence, ignorance, 
and the local situation of its subject! A thousand 
times the oulward and mental distresses of our 
friends and children, are beyond our power to re- 
lieve ; of their real condition again we are often 
ignorant; and as no being but God is omnipotent, 
the Atlantic may roll its waves between ws and a 
suffering favourite son. In ws love is but a drop— 
in God, an ocean. In us, a spark—in God, a flame. 
In us, impotent—in God, almighty. In us, finite— 
in God, eternal. In us, borrowed—in God, original. 
In us, partial—in God, universal. In us, ignorant— 
in God, all-knowing. In us, mutable—in God, un- 
changed. In us, it benefits the object but for a time; 
in God, it will last throughout every future scene of 
being. In us, love is confined to a spot; in God, it 
travels through vast immensity—explores ten thou- 
sand systems of worlds, nor is stayed in its almighty 
ardor, till the whole family are made as happy a 
circumscribed creatures can be. In ws, love can 
only soften outward calamities; but in God, it 
reaches the soul, quiets every murmur, and changes 
the night today. The self-eristent God, must exist 
in the highest and most glorious, though incon- 
ceivable degree of eternal purityeand moral worth : 
and this, reason in us uniformly assures, from these 
delicately fine feelings of the soul, attuned to love, 
benevolence, commiseration ! Whatever of excellence? 
we find in our organization, and of beauty and per- 
Section in all the creatures—we are founded in con- 
cluding them to centre and exist in God, in an infi- 
nitely higher and far more noble and glorious man- 





ner. Ifthe attributes of our nature are the invest- 
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ture of the universal parent—and if all their ener- 
gies employed in expressions of kindness to our fel- 
jows, deserve the name of goodness, what must that 
ferm import when with fervid devotion it is applied 
to God? Unpropelled by necessity incumbent ab 
extra, his disinterested benignity illumines, sustains, 
joads with bounty and clothes with variety of glory, 
suited to their variety of rank, all tribes of depend- 
ents, from the emmet up to the adoring seraph ! 

All circumscribed beings are so infinitely unequal 
tothe task of describing the almighty goodness of 
God, that, in the attempt, Gabriel must dwindle to 
: level with the oyster! 

We find man, not only possessed of the divided 
passion of love, as an original investiture, but indus- 
trious nature, has clothed him with other perfec- 
tions, and in her economy, furnish ample scope for 
their exercise: man then can energize, with vast 
advantage to himself and to all society. By reason, 
he can travel through the various, but sublime re- 
gions of the philosophic and astronomic worlds. He 
can direct the gallant ship through the pathless 
world of waters, and measure the comet’s flight 
over the fields of unlimited space—he can soar aloft 
where the eye has never travelled, and gaze on 
other suns, illumining other systems! he can look 
back to the source of time, and behold a vast desert 
of undisturbed ages lie open in the retrospect: he 
can survey the boundless regions of space, glowing 
with worlds beyond the reach of angel’s thought ; 
and adore, in silent extacy, the matchless sublimity 
of God; he can originate rules for the establish- 
ment of society; meliorate the passions and misery 
of man, and remedy the imperfections, almost of 
yature !—— 

Whilst on the one hand, man is furnished with 
sufficient data to energize with incalculable ad- 
vantage to himself and his fellows ; inimitable na- 
ture, as if anticipating his every wish and every 
want, has opened around him a scene, replete with 
ten thousand wonders, and ten thousand charms! 
Here, to analyze the phenomena of tremendous 
nature, occupies the philosophic mind; and there, 
the flowery food of sensual enjoyment may be tasted, 
with the purity of paradise and the innocency o: 
angels. 

While we contemplate this earth, with all its va- 
riety of productions; while we behold it teeming 
with wonders and delights for man, and outward 
circumstances happily addressed to our situation— 
uothing is more shocking than to behold a soul, 
uninfluenced by gratitude, and jost to devotion !— 
Well might Cicero adjudge the man devoid of all 
sense, who could not discover eternal design and 
contrivance, in the economy of nature’s works. 
The whole machinery finished by eternal design, 
announces the power, wisdom, and goodness of 
God. 

Thus Jehovah in the admirable constitution of 
man, and the happy organization of the world, dis- 
covers the benignity of his nature, and the designs 
*f his mercy to his intelligent offspring. 

(To be continued.) 








From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
1 Cor. xvi. 14. 
“ Let all your things be done with charity.” 

Of all the properties attached to human nature, 
charity holds the firstrank. This is a property cal- 
culated to raise its possessor in the sight of God and 
man. It is a bond that unites mankind in one body, 
and also unites this body to its general Head, which 
is Christ; for this inclines all people endowed with 
it to love and obey their heavenly Father, and to 
love and do good to each other, and thereby they 
glorify God and increase their own happiness. A 
man, destitute of charity, is prepared to act but ina 
contracted sphere, and to be of little or no benefit to 
himself or others; whereas if he but possess this 
quality, he fills a larger sphere, promotes the cause 
of truth, increases the happiness of himself and 
friends, and adds to the beauty and peace of society. 

The apostle Paul had an exalted and just idea of 
this glorious property. He considered a person, that 
was endowed with almost all things beside this, but 
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. For he 
says to his Corinthian brethren, “ Though I speak 
with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, | am become as sounding brass, or a tink- 
ling cymbal. And though I have the gift of pro- 
phecy, and understand all mysteries and all know- 
ledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am no- 
thing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed 
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned 
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” He 
also informs his son Timothy that-charity is the end 
of the commandment. If so, in what does it con- 
sist? It must consist in love to God and man. For 
our Saviour, when asked by the Pharisaic lawyer, 
by way of temptation, “which is the great com- 
mandiment in the law, said unto him, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with ali thy mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” May we not then say, as did the apos- 
tle, we are nothing without charity. 

This effectually inclines those endowed with it, 
to exercise brotherly love and kindness, showing 
their words and works with meekness of wisdom. 
They are compassionate to the ignorant and those 
that are out of the way. They are merciful to the 
unkind and the unthankful, patient under afflictions 
and grievous dispensations, full of pardon and for- 
giveness, ready to stretch forth a hand to succour 
the oppressed, and to supply the wants of the needy. 
They are kind to the afflicted and sorrowful, are 
triends to the widow, and fathers to the fatherless. 
They bear with others’ failings and infirmities, and 
rejoice at their prosperity. Charity sweetens and 
beautifies all conditions and situations of life, and 
dresses all things in a rich, comely, and durable ap- 
parel, which surpasses all other raiment. 

Having partially seen and learned the nature of 
this precious property of human nature, what does 
it teach us? Does it teach us that onr heavenl+ 
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Father is an unkind, unmerciful and revengeful 
Being? That he loves but a part of his dependent 
offspring, that he is limited in his goodness and par- 
tial in the bestowment of his blessings, and thereby 
sees fit to bestow on some of his children unceasing 
happiness, and on others endless wo and misery ; 
and therefore to be perfect as God is perfect, we 
must love and favour some of our neighbours, 
friends, and connexions, and also hate, persecute, 
and torment others? Or does it teach us that our 
divine Father loves all his children, that he is un- 
limited in his goodness, impartial in the bestowment 
of his blessings, and thereby will extend everlasting 
life upon all people ; and therefore to be perfect as 
God is perfect, we must love our neighbours as our- 
selves? We leave the reader to conclude for him- 
self, but, “ let all your things be done with charity.” 
——<i p= 
MORRISTOWN. 

On Sunday last the Editor of this Paper again 
visited and addressed the Friends of Truth at Mor- 
ristown. Their number is increasing, and the good 
cause encouraging among them, although the oppo- 
sition is that of the most virulent hatred, and the 
exercise of that spirit which never dwelt in Christ! 
In Chatham, six miles from Morristown, the Friends 
of Truth are in earnest. The church is undergoing 
athorough repair. The outside of the house is al- 


ready completed, and ready for painting. We have 
the pleasing assurance, that the trumpet of Salva- 
tion will soon be blown within its walls, and a jubilee 
proclaimed for all the ransomed race of man. 


-_—= 

Sandwich Islands.—A Mr. and Mrs. Heuston, 
Missionaries, have written home concerning the 
success of their mission. They write—* We are 
building the house sent out fromm America. (A house 
is a convenient article to send 15,000 miles.) The 
king is becoming more temperate. (Indeed! then 
our young men and maidens have given their hard 
earnings for the support of a drunken savage.) “ He 
(the king of Woahoo,) wishes to have a house sent 
out to him, by the good people of America, three 
stories high.” (How many of the “ good people 
of America” are destitute of houses for theinselves, 
and “embrace the rocks for shelter !”) “ We could 
find employment for many more missionaries.” 
(No doubt !}—* We need none, and we shall expect 
none, but such as are devoted,” &c. (that is, none 
but mad enthusiasts.) “ We want men and women 
who have souls,” &c. What is the meaning of this 
last sentence ? We cannot even guess. A “ whole- 
souled fellow,” is a phrase used by bon vivants— 
but what can the missionaries mean ? This sentence 
is impenetrably obscure even to the orthodox, and 
the sage editors of the Herald owe an explanation. 

Plain Truth. 
—=>— 

Biblical Research.—A gentleman from Orange, 
whose veracity is unquestionable, states that while 
in that place he beard the Rev. Mr. preach. 
The parson had a crowded house. He said, in his 
sermon, that “ Gideon prostrated the walls of Jer- 


icho with a trumpet, pitcher, and ram’s horn!” 





This Calvinistic divine has a salary ‘of $1000 os 
annum. ‘To pluck the laurels from Joshua's ios s 
to adorn those of Gideon is no great crime—but 
$1000 a year would give a priest sufficient leisure to 
study his Bible as well as missionary journals, This 
fact confirms a remark in your paper, that our Cal. 
vinistic brethren do not study the Old Testamens 
If the editor of the Evangelical Witness wishes fur. 
ther information upon this fact, he can obtein jx 
from his neighbours. Should he deny it, he can be 
silenced by the most irrefragible proof. ibid. 
—=—— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

S1x,—I wish, in one of the future Numbers of the 
Gospel Herald, you would inform me what, in you: 
opinion, happens to the soul of man immediately af- 
ter its dissolution from the body. 

Yours, respectfully, 
-1 Subscriber at Newburgh. 
ANSWER. 

We have no objection to give our opinion, wher 
we have one, relative to any question growing out 
of our doctrine, &c. In the case in question, our 
opinion, and the opinion of the inspired penman are 
the same. Namely—*“ Then shall the dust return 
to the earth as it was; and the spirit to God who 
gave it.” We shall not attempt to prove, that “ip 
his presence there are” not “ fulness of joys,”—that 
“at his right hand there are” not “ pleasures for 
evermore.” We candidly inform our correspond- 
ent, that our opinion is the same with the opinion 
expressed in the Scriptures, and we shall not alter 
it until we are convinced that Solomon was mis- 
taken ! 

—<—— 

The aggregate amount of the contributions from 
penny a-week Associations (in England) may be 
estimated at from fifteen to twenty thousand pounds 
a year. Boston Recorder. 

apa 
On hearing a lady praise a certain Reverend Gen- 
tleman’s Eyes. 
I cannot praise the Doctor’s eyes, 
I never saw his glance divine; 
For when he prays he shuts his eyes, 
And when he preaches he shuts mine. 
= 
GENERAL MEETING. 

An adjourned Meeting of the Friends of Truth, will be 
— on Wednesda evening next, Dec. 11, at six o'clock, 
at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, No. 63 Cirystic-street, to re 
ceive the report of their Committee. 

——. 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment o! 
Gospe! Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 6 
Chrystie-street, on Monday Evening next, at six o'clock. 
Subject for Discussion, continued. Rev. vi. 12—14. 

—>—- 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Our corresponding friends who have requested comments 
on several passages, are requested to impute our delay 
answering them to the right cause; not to neglect, butt 
necessary avocations, &c. 
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